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wheel with the qualities of courage, honesty, simplicity and peace-
fulness, it will become the means of promoting more and more
virtues.
The revolt for winning swaraj and saving the Khilafat cannot
succeed with only a few people. It requires thousands. If we wish
to generate through Bombay alone the necessary strength to win
swaraj, we need a hundred thousand fighters. This may include
both men and women, of any age over 16 years. No institution or
organization can provide food for all these fighters. If the Con-
gress starts doing this, we are bound to lose the battle. If we cal-
culate the daily expense at the rate of eight annas each, even
then it comes to 50,000 rupees. If we take that the battle will last
for a month, the expense for feeding this number will by itself
come to one and a half million.. If it becomes necessary to pro-
vide for their families, it is simply impossible to estimate the
expenditure. In any case, the figure I have mentioned will have
at least to be doubled.
We are not prepared for an expenditure of this order and,
even assuming that such an amount is not too much for Bombay,
we shall gain nothing from it; on the contrary, we shall lose the
struggle. One cannot be sure of the type of people who wili
join. Those who volunteer to bear the burden of the country's
struggle should be first-rate men in respect of character, honesty
and courage. The test for judging even this is the spinning-wheel
and other work connected with the processing of cotton. Till
the fighters realize that they can earn their livelihood by carding
or weaving, it will be impossible for us to recruit hundreds of
thousands of them.
We are now in a position to consider what Bombay should do
in order to lead the way.
1.    Every intending fighter should learn the processes of card-
ing, spinning and weaving before the end of this month. He must
spin for not less than an hour daily.
2.    The people of Bombay should start wearing principally
hand-spun khadi before this month is out.
3.    Before the end of this month the scene in the markets,
temples, mosques and theatres of Bombay must undergo a trans-
formation so that nothing but khadi will be seen in any of these
places,
4.    The city's men and women should spend their spare time
in carding, spinning or weaving.
5.    If the citizens of Bombay have still a lingering faith in the
efficacy of violence, they should give it up.